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It is with great pleasure that I welcome also this year’s edition of the Italian Film Festival.

It is pleasing to see the interest of Singaporean audience for Italian culture and for the 
events that the Embassy of Italy is organising in various fields and in particular for Italian 
cinema. In the rich Singaporean cultural scene where it is not so easy to have a faithful 
audience, Italy will offer this year 11 movies. Italian contemporary cinema, with a great 
and impressive history behind, continues to be strong and always at the vanguard. 
There are many reasons for that, but I would point out the humour and irony that the 
Italian directors manage masterly to wrap up about any story.

I wish all of you to enjoy this year’s films selection that we wanted to make diverse, 
representative of what the Italian audience like and of what the international audience 
and festivals appreciated. 

This is the second year that the Italian Film Festival goes back to back with the initiative 
“Fare Cinema” (“Make Cinema”) that celebrates Italian film production around the 
world. Italian casting director, Francesco Vedovati, who won a number of awards, will 
be our guest at the Opening of the Film Festival and will hold a Talk “How The Casting 
Process Works in Movies and TV series” at the Ngee Ann Polytechnic School of Film 
and Media Studies.

My sincere thanks to the organizing partners and supporters for making possible this 
special event.

Raffaele Langella 
Ambassador of Italy to Singapore
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DATE TIME TITLE VENUE

Wednesday, 22 May 6.30pm DOGMAN
(BY INVITATION ONLY)

National Museum of 
Singapore, Gallery Theatre

Thursday, 23 May 8pm DOGMAN The Projector 

Friday, 24 May 8pm HUMAN CAPITAL 
(Il capitale umano)

The Projector

Saturday, 25 May 5pm THE DISAPPEARANCE OF 
MY MOTHER 
(Storia di B. La scomparsa 
di mia madre)

The Projector 

Saturday, 25 May 8pm THE GIRL IN THE FOG 
(La ragazza nella nebbia)

The Projector

Sunday, 26 May 7.15pm FORTUNATA Golden Village Plaza
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DATE TIME TITLE VENUE

Wednesday, 29 May 7.15pm BLESSED MADNESS 
(Benedetta follia)

Golden Village Plaza

Friday, 31 May 7pm THE FIRST KING 
(Il primo Re)

Golden Village Plaza

Saturday, 1 June 7.15pm THEY CALL ME JEEG 
(Lo chiamavano Jeeg Robot)

Golden Village Plaza

Sunday, 2 June 7.15pm LIKE A CAT ON 
A HIGHWAY
(Come un gatto 
in tangenziale)

Golden Village Plaza

Thursday, 6 June 7.15pm I CAN QUIT WHENEVER 
I WANT 
(Smetto quando voglio)

Golden Village Plaza

Friday, 7 June 7.15pm BOYS CRY 
(La terra dell'abbastanza)

Golden Village Plaza

Sessions will start punctually at the indicated times.
ALL THE FILMS ARE WITH ENGLISH SUBTITLES
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Tickets at S$ 13.50

S$ 11.50 for Concession - Singapore Film Society, The Projector Fan Club 
Members, Seniors (55 and above), Students, National Servicemen (NSF), Persons 
with Disabilities and Domestic Workers. Simply show your Membership card / 
IC / Student ID/ Sg Enable Transport Concession Card/ SADeaf Hearing Help 
Card / Work Permit at the Box Office for the verification

Tickets to the screenings at Golden Village Plaza (#07-01 Plaza Singapura, 68 
Orchard Road, S 238839) are available at all GV box offices, via iGV app, 
digital Box Office machines, AXS Stations and online at www.gv.com.sg.

Tickets for the screenings at The Projector (#05-00 Golden Mile Tower,  6001 
Beach Road, S 199589) are available online at: http://theprojector.sg

For more information visit: www.ambsingapore.esteri.it, www.gv.com.sg, 
http://www.theprojector.sg/italianfilmfest

Information provided in this booklet is correct at the time of printing and subject to 
change due to circumstances beyond the festival organiser’s control.

All films are subject to approval and classification by the Media Development Authority, 
Singapore. Films rated R21 are suitable for persons aged 21 and above; M18 - suitable 
for persons aged 18 and above; NC16 - suitable for persons aged 16 and above; PG13 - 
suitable for persons aged 13 and above but parental guidance is advised for children below 
13; PG - suitable for all, but parents should guide their young; G- suitable for all ages. Proof of 
age is required at the point of purchase and at the point of admission. The organizers reserve 
the right to refuse admission if such proof cannot be produced.
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 23 May, Thursday, 8pm

 The Projector

 2018, 103 mins, 
 Drama, with English subtitles
 Rating: to be advisedDogman takes place in an Italian suburb 

somewhere between metropolis and wild 
nature. Marcello, a small and gentle dog 
groomer, finds himself involved in a dangerous 
relationship of intimidation with Simone, a 
violent former boxer who bullies the entire 
neighbourhood. In an effort to reaffirm his 
dignity, Marcello will submit to an unexpected 
act of vengeance.

A compelling revenge drama which won the 
Best Actor prize at the Cannes 2018

Cast: Marcello Fonte, Edoardo Pesce, Nunzia 
Schiano, Adamo Dionisi, Francesco Acquaroli

by Matteo Garrone
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(Il capitale umano)
by Paolo Virzì

Lake Como, Italy. A cyclist is hit off the road 
by a jeep on the night before Christmas 
Eve. What happened that night? How will 
this accident change the destiny of the rich 
Bernaschi family and the Rovelli family on the 
edge of bankruptcy?

A powerful story of how human values are 
challenged by ambition, privilege and money.

The film won seven David di Donatello awards 
(Italian Oscars)
 
Cast: Fabrizio Bentivoglio, Valeria Golino, 
Valeria Bruni Tedeschi, Fabrizio Gifuni, Luigi 
Lo Cascio

 24 May, Friday, 8pm

 The Projector
 
 2013, 109 mins, Drama, 
 with English subtitles
 Rating: R21 (sexual scenes)
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An iconic fashion model in the 1960s, Benedetta 
became a muse to Warhol, Dali, Penn and 
Avedon. As a radical feminist in the 1970s, 
she fought for the rights and emancipation of 
women. But at the age of 75, she becomes 
fed up with all the roles that life has imposed 
upon her and decides to leave everything and 
everybody behind, to disappear to a place as 
far as possible from the world she knows.

Hiding behind the camera, her son Beniamino 
witnesses her journey. Having filmed her since 
he was a child in spite of all her resistance, he 
now wants to make a film about her, to keep her 
close for as long as possible – or, at least, as 
long as his camera keeps running.

Premiered at Sundance Film Festival 2019, the 
film won Grand Jury Prize for Best documentary 
film at Global Cinema Film Festival of Boston.

(Storia di B. La scomparsa di mia madre) 
by Beniamino Barrese

 25 May, Saturday, 5pm

 The Projector
 
 2018, 90 mins, Documentary,  
 with English subtitles
 Rating: to be advised



(La ragazza nella nebbia) 
by Donato Carrisi

 25 May, Saturday, 8pm

 The Projector
 
 2017, 128 mins, Thriller,   
 with English subtitles
 Rating: PG 
 (some disturbing scenes)

Based on the internationally acclaimed novel  of 
the same title which has sold over three million 
copies, this gripping and chilling thriller follows 
the sudden disappearance of a sixteen-year-
old girl from a small mountain village in the 
Italian Alps. Called to investigate the mystery 
is the enigmatic Detective Vogel (Toni Servillo), 
who soon realizes that this case is far from 
simple. Working against the clock and amidst 
an unprecedented and growing media frenzy, 
Vogel must make use of his unconventional 
methods to uncover the truth, in a town where 
motives are obscure, facts are distorted – and 
everyone could be a suspect.
 
Cast:  Toni Servillo, Alessio Boni, Lorenzo 
Richelmy, Galatea Ranzi, Michela Cescon
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Fortunata (“Lucky”) has a difficult life; she’s the 
mother of an eight-year-old daughter with a failed 
marriage behind her. She works as a hairdresser 
in people’s houses, leaving from the outskirts to 
cross the city, going to the homes of the well-
off to do women’s hair. Fortunata fights every 
day with determination to achieve her dream: 
opening her own salon and challenging fate, in 
an attempt to emancipate herself and gain her 
independence and the right to some happiness. 
She knows that to achieve her dreams she has 
to be firm: she has thought of everything, she is 
ready for anything, but she had not considered 
the variable of love, the one subversive force 
capable of sweeping aside every certainty. Also 
because, perhaps for the first time, someone 
looks at her as the woman she is and truly loves 
her.

Winner of the Un Certain Regard Award for Best 
Actress at the Cannes 2017

Cast: Jasmine Trinca, Stefano Accorsi, 
Alessandro Borghi, Federica Sabatini, Edoardo 
Pesce

 26 May, Sunday, 7.15pm

 Golden Village Plaza
 
 2017, 103 mins, Drama, 
 with English subtitles
 Rating: M18 
 (some sexual scenes)

by Sergio Castellitto



(Benedetta follia)
by Carlo Verdone

 29 May, Wednesday, 7.15pm

 Golden Village Plaza
 
 2018, 109 mins, Comedy,  
 with English subtitles
 Rating: to be advised

Guglielmo is the owner of a shop selling 
religious items, who just got dumped by his wife 
Lidia. Depressed and unable to enjoy anything 
else in life, he gets his life turned upside down 
by his new employee, the cheery suburban girl 
Luna who overwhelms him with her energy and 
carefree lifestyle. When she convinces him to 
sign up to a dating app to forget about Lidia, 
Guglielmo will embark on an incredible series 
of incredibly absurd dates and out-of-this-world 
situations!

Italian box office hit by the film director whose 
ironic and humorous style over his illustrious forty-
year career has made him an exemplar of Italian 
comedy.
 
Cast: Carlo Verdone, Ilenia Pastorelli, Lucrezia 
Lante Della Rovere, Paola Minaccioni, Antonio 
Zavatteri
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Romulus and Remus are 18-year-old shepherds, 
twin brothers living in peace near the Tiber river.
Convinced that he is bigger than the will of the 
godsl, Remus believes he is meant to become 
king of the city he and his brother will found. But 
their tragic destiny is already written...

This incredible journey will lead these two 
brothers to create one of the greatest empires the 
world has ever seen, Rome. 

The epic film that reconstructs the legend of 
Romulus and Remus is a nine-million-euro Italian-
Belgian coproduction.

“I’m shooting in pre-Roman Latin (language) 
because it will bring the audience inside 
something real and unique that happened 
centuries before the Roman Empire… I want to 
demonstrate that the Italian industry is capable 
of excellent results compared to international 
standards in prosthetics, stunts, special effects, 
fights and costumes. Everything was created in 
Italy.”(Matteo Rovere)
 
Cast: Alessandro Borghi, Alessio Lapice, 
Fabrizio Rongione, Massimiliano Rossi, Tania 
Garribba

 31 May, Friday, 7pm

 Golden Village Plaza
 
 2019, 123 mins, Epic, 
 with English subtitles
 Rating: NC16 (violence)

(Il Primo Re)
by Matteo Rovere



(Lo chiamavano Jeeg Robot)
by Gabriele Mainetti

 1 June, Saturday, 7.15pm

 Golden Village Plaza
 
 2015, 115 mins, Superhero,  
 with English subtitles
 Rating: M18 (sexual scenes)

Enzo, ex-con from the poor outskirts of 
Rome, puts his newfound superpowers to use 
furthering his career as a delinquent, a fact 
which makes the local crime bosses far from 
happy. When he falls in love with Alessia, an 
unstable girl who brightens her dark world with 
elements from a Japanese anime, Jeeg, Enzo 
will learn the value of helping others. But what 
price must he pay to become a hero?
 
Cast: Claudio Santamaria, Luca Marinelli, 
Stefano Ambrogi, Ilenia Pastorelli, Maurizio 
Tesei
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Giovanni and Monica are the most contrasting 
people on earth. He is an intellectual who 
prophesies social integration and lives 
downtown in Rome, while she is a former cashier 
of a supermarket dealing every day with the 
really problematic multicultural environment of 
her suburban neighbourhood. They would never 
have met if their twelve-year-old kids had not 
gotten together. The two of them have a common 
goal: the relationship between their kids, which 
has the life expectations of a cat on a highway, 
must come to an end! Until something between 
them starts to change…

The winner of Best Comedy, Actress and Actor at 
the 2018 Nastri d’Argento Awards.
 
Cast:  Paola Cortellesi, Antonio Albanese, 
Claudio Amendola, Sonia Bergamasco, Luca 
Angeletti

 2 June, Sunday, 7.15pm

 Golden Village Plaza
 
 2018, 98 mins, Comedy, 
 with English subtitles
 Rating: NC16 (some nudity)

(Come un gatto in tangenziale)
by Riccardo Milani



(Smetto quando voglio)
by Sydney Sibilia

 6 June, Thursday, 7.15pm

 Golden Village Plaza
 
 2013, 105 mins, Comedy,  
 with English subtitles
 Rating: to be advised

Pietro is a researcher and a genius but he’s laid 
off. What can he do to survive? Put together 
a gang. He recruits the best of his colleagues: 
economists, chemists, anthropologists and 
classics. Success is immediate.

This smartly written comedy was an Italian box 
office hit.
 
Cast: Edoardo Leo, Valeria Solarino, Valerio 
Aprea, Paolo Calabresi, Libero De Rienzo
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Mirko and Manolo are best friends and live 
in the suburbs of Rome. They both live in poor 
conditions, and struggle with occasional odd 
jobs to make ends meet. Together they share 
dreams of women, of sex and money, of 
a better life to come. But, after a fateful hit-
and-run accident one night, they get involved 
with the local mafia and their lives change 
dramatically.

“We wanted to make a film that tells how very 
easily we get accustomed to evil..” said the 
film’s directors.

The film was premiered to critical acclaim at 
the Berlin International Film Festival’s Panorama

Cast: Andrea Carpenzano, Matteo Olivetti, 
Milena Mancini, Max Tortora, Luca Zingaretti

 7 June, Friday, 7.15pm

 Golden Village Plaza
 
 2018, 96 mins, Drama/crime,  
 with English subtitles
 Rating: to be advised

(La terra dell’abbastanza)
by Fabio D’Innocenzo & Damiano D’Innocenzo 



FRANCESCO VEDOVATI is Italian Casting Director based in Rome. He won the ICDN 
International Casting Director Award 2018 in Sarajevo for the film Dogman (by Matteo 
Garrone) and was nominated for the same award in 2017 for the film Pericle Il Nero (by 
Stefano Mordini). In 2015, he won the Silver Ribbon Award for Best Casting for Wondrous 
Boccaccio (by Paolo and Vittorio Taviani), and in 2018 for Dogman. In 2017 he joined the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and The European Film Academy in 2019.
 
Vedovati has worked with directors such as Valeria Golino (Miele and Euphoria), Sergio 
Castellitto (Fortunata), Luca Guadagnino (I Am Love), Gabriele Muccino (The Last Kiss), 
Saverio Costanzo (In Memory of Me), Gabriele Salvatores (The Invisible Boy), Gabriele 
Mainetti (They Call Me Jeeg and Freaks Out), Danny Boyle (Trust), Fernando Meirelles (The 
Pope) and George Clooney (Catch-22).

How
TheCasting Process

Works in Movies
andTV series

by Francesco Vedovati, Casting Director
24 May, 6.30 to 8.30pm

Ngee Ann Polytechnic
Preview Theatre , Blk 52, Level 9, 535 Clementi Road, Singapore 599489

Registration at: singapore.culturale@esteri.it

Organized in 
partnership with

Francesco Vedovati has been appointed as the “Ambassador” of “FARE 
CINEMA” - The Week of Italian Cinema in the World, launched by the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation (MAECI) to 
promote Italian film production abroad.






