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Singapore’s Commitment to Fight Climate Change
Climate change is one of the most serious issues the world is facing. The
international community is unanimous in its view that rapid and effective
solutions must be found and that action must be coordinated and
comprehensive.
The largest share of responsibility is traditionally and legitimately attributed
to the largest countries of the world, which are known to be the top emitters
of Co2. However, even small but very productive and densely populated
countries, such as Singapore, have their share of responsibility. For this
reason, it is of pivotal importance that each and every country in the world
commits itself to adopting the most effective measures to stop climate
change and stay within the targets set by the Paris Agreement, namely
keeping global temperature rise well below 2 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels and limiting the temperature increase even further to 1.5
degrees Celsius.
Singapore accounts for around 0.11% of global carbon emissions and 95%
of its electricity is generated from natural gas, which is the cleanest fossil
fuel currently in use. Despite its concrete effort to move away from fossil
fuels, the city-state’s small size and high population density represents an
obstacle for the development of plants for the production and storage of
energy coming from renewable sources, such as sun and wind. Given these
limitations, Singapore is strongly committed to contributing to the fight
against climate change through providing capacity building to developing
countries and helping them to meet the goals that have been set
internationally and taking an active part in multilateral meetings,
agreements and ratifying rule-based solutions.
Singapore ratified the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) in 1997, acceded to the Kyoto Protocol in 2006 and
ratified the Paris Agreement in 2016. Moreover, the city-state established a
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Climate Action Package (CAP) under the Singapore Cooperation
Programme in 2018 to help developing countries develop skills and
knowhow in the fields of climate science, flood management and disaster
risk reduction. Together with ASEAN member states, Singapore is working on
capacity-building to effectively implement the Paris Agreement and has
sent its Nationally Determined Contribution and Long-Term Low-Emissions
Development Strategy to the UNFCCC. Singapore’s Long-Term LowEmissions Development Strategy (LEDS) document titled “Charting
Singapore’s Low-Carbon and Climate Resilient Future”, builds on the
enhanced Nationally Determined Contribution’s target by aspiring to halve
emissions from its peak to 33MtCO2e by 2050, with a view to achieving net
zero emissions as soon as viable in the second half of the century. To enable
Singapore’s low-carbon transition, the LEDS will have three thrusts:
1. Transformations in industry, economy and society, e.g. more
renewable energy, greater energy efficiency, reducing energy
consumption;
2. Adoption of advanced low-carbon technologies, e.g. carbon
capture, utilisation and storage (CCUS), and use of low-carbon fuels;
and
3. Effective international collaboration, e.g. international climate
action, regional power grids, market-based mechanisms.
As regards the Nationally Determined Contribution, Singapore has chosen
an Emissions Intensity Reduction Target as this is consistent with its approach
to achieve growth in a sustainable manner. Singapore’s emissions could
stabilise at around 65 MTCO2e1 in 2030 based on current projected
emissions growth. In order to meet this target, Singapore has measures in
place in every sector to help companies improve their energy efficiency.
These include grants and incentive schemes, such as efficiency grants for
energy efficiency and Green Mark incentive schemes for buildings.
In addition, under the Energy Conservation Act (ECA) that was
implemented in April 2013, large energy consumers in Singapore are
required to appoint an energy manager, monitor and report energy use
and greenhouse gas emissions annually, and submit energy efficiency
improvement plans annually. Moreover, the Carbon Tax that was

1
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implemented from January 2019 also creates a price signal to incentivise
behaviour change.
Despite its limited renewable energy options, Singapore is continuing its
efforts in research and development in new technologies for innovative
solutions to climate change. These include increasing both floating and
offshore solar deployment.
In order to make its own contribution to climate change, on February 10th
2021, Singapore launched its Green Plan 2030, which is a whole-of-nation
movement to advance Singapore’s National Agenda on sustainable
development. The Green Plan charts ambitious and concrete targets over
the next 10 years, strengthening Singapore’s commitments under the UN’s
2030 Sustainable Development Agenda and Paris Agreement, and
positioning the city-state to achieve its long-term net zero emissions
aspiration as soon as viable.
The programmes for the Green Plan include in total 5 Pillars:
•

Pillar 1: City in Nature
By 2030, Singapore will be a green and beautiful City in Nature. it will
set aside 50% more land – around 200 hectares – for nature parks.
Every household will live within a 10-minute walk of a park.

•

Pillar 2: Energy Reset
Singapore will quadruple solar energy deployment by 2025, including
covering the rooftops of its HDB (public housing) blocks with solar
panels.

•

Pillar 3: Sustainable Living
By 2030, the city aims to reduce the waste sent to its landfill by 30%. It
will front-load its efforts over the next 5 years to achieve a 20%
reduction by 2026.

•

Pillar 4: Green Economy
To continue to grow its economy, Singapore will anchor new
investments and grow local businesses to ride the green wave. The
Government will introduce a new Enterprise Sustainability
Programme, to help enterprises, especially SMEs, embrace
sustainability and develop capabilities in this area.
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•

Pillar 5: Resilient Future
Against sea level rise, the city is developing new solutions and better
understanding of its coastlines, so that it will put in place the physical
defences to protect its coastlines. Moreover, it will moderate the rise
in urban heat by increasing greenery and piloting the use of cool
paint on building facades. Finally, it is increasing local food
production, to make its food supply more resilient.

The ambitious targets set by the Green Plan underline Singapore’s
commitment to climate action and the promotion of sustainable
development, in line with the efforts of the international community and the
global climate agenda.
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ASEAN Cooperation on Climate Change
Singapore, as member state of ASEAN, plays a relevant role also at the regional
level. Southeast Asia is highly vulnerable to climate change as a large proportion
of the population and economic activity is concentrated along coastlines, the
region is heavily reliant on agriculture for livelihoods, there is a high dependence
on natural resources and forestry, and the level of extreme poverty remains high.
A study carried out by Asian Development Bank (ADB) revealed that the mean
temperature in the region increased by 0.1 to 0.3 degree Celsius per decade
between 1951 and 2000; rainfall trended downward from 1960 to 2000; and sea
levels have risen 1 to 3 millimetres per year. Heat waves, droughts, floods, and
tropical cyclones have also become more intense and frequent.
ASEAN Member States, though not the source of significant emission of
greenhouse gases, have taken actions to address climate change through
various environmental, economic and social activities over the years. Among
them, the ASEAN-India Expert Meeting on Regional Programme of Climate
Change, the ASEAN Action Plan on Joint Responses to Climate Change, and the
Climate Leadership Academy (CLA) on Urban Climate Adaptation for Cities in
Southeast Asia.
Moreover, several ASEAN Member States have announced voluntary mitigation
targets, including Indonesia (emission reduction of 26% from business-as-usual
(BAU) by 2020, and can be increased to 41% with enhanced international
assistance), Malaysia (reduction of 40% in terms of energy intensity of GDP by 2020
compared to 2005 levels), Philippines (deviate by 20% from BAU of their emission
growth path), and Singapore (emission reduction of 16% below BAU by 2020) 2.
ASEAN Joint Statement on Climate Change reiterates its commitment to enhance
cooperation to improve ASEAN’s collective capacity to address climate change;
and strengthen rapid response capacity to be more efficient and effective in the
event of natural disasters through existing mechanisms under the ASEAN
Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Response (AADMER).

Official data from the page ASEAN Cooperation on Climate Change:
https://environment.asean.org/asean-working-group-on-climate-change/
2

7

Source: https://www.worldfishcenter.org/events/asean-uk-cop26-framing-future-nature-and-climate

In the lead up to UNFCCC COP26, the ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity in
collaboration with the UK COP26 Presidency hosted the virtual event “ASEAN-UK
COP26: Framing the Future for Nature and Climate”, to explore innovative actions
and boost climate resilience and sustainability of natural ecosystems in Southeast
Asia.

Although the absence of young delegates representing the organization at the
2021 Youth4Climate Pre-COP26 event in Milan, many young delegates coming
from its member states were present. Anyhow, the ASEAN Youth demonstrated to
be active also in the organization’s framework, for example through the ASEAN
Young Climate Leaders Programme, a programme under the ASEAN
Foundation’s partnership which aims at anchoring cross-boundary leadership skills
of young people in ASEAN to tackle the pressing socio-economic issues across the
region.
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The Event - Youth4Climate

Singapore, along with other ASEAN countries, has renewed its commitment to
fight climate change even on the occasion of the “Youth4Climate: Driving
Ambition” event. Convened by the Government of Italy, the event took place
from September 28 to 30 and provided young delegates an unprecedented
opportunity to put forward ideas and concrete proposals on some of the most
pressing issues on the climate agenda.
Among the 400 young people coming from 183 countries around the world, two
were the representatives from Singapore. The young delegates who attended
Youth4Climate addressed the main urgencies and priorities of climate action by
working around four themes:
1. Youth driving ambition: the young delegates advanced proposals to
enhance youth participation both at the international and at the national
level with the aim of achieving a more effective climate action.
2. Sustainable recovery, with a focus on: energy transition and green jobs,
adaptation and resilience, nature based solutions to environmental
problems, financial flow, and sustainable tourism.
3. Non-State Actors' engagement, focussing on: food, entrepreneurship, sport,
fashion, and arts.
4. Climate-conscious society, with the aim of raising public awareness and
stimulating debate in schools and in the media.
Each of the themes corresponded to a working group which was led by two
people: a youth representative and a senior expert from international
organizations.
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The first two days were dedicated to the activities carried out by working groups,
while the last day featured a discussion between young delegates and the
Ministers attending Pre-COP26.

The three-day event was
opened with a speech by
the Swedish activist Greta
Thunberg, who criticized
global leaders over their
promises to address the
climate
emergency,
dismissing them as “blah,
blah, blah” and asked them
more
effective
and
credible actions.
Full speech available
here:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2TJMpiG5XQ&ab_channel=DohaDebates

Vanessa Nakate, activist
from
Uganda,
also
brought to light the issue
of developing countries;
the developing world is
still waiting, after more
than ten years, on
leaders from developed
nations to give financial
support to help them
reduce their carbon
footprint and to adapt to
the climate crisis.
Full speech available here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W71eBGN2iSw&ab_channel=DohaDebates

On September 30th, the Resuming Plenary Session was inaugurated by the highlevel remarks of Mario Draghi, Prime Minister of Italy, Boris Johnson, Prime Minister
of the UK, and António Guterres, UN Secretary-General. The Ministers attending
the Pre-COP26 and young delegates met and engaged in a discussion on the
main elements of the outcome document, and on the next steps that need to be
taken.
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The young delegate’s requests focus on four aspects:
1. Youth Driving Ambition
Young delegates are asking countries and relevant institutions to ensure
meaningful youth engagement and involvement in all decision-making.
This can be done through proper financial, administrative and logistical
support.
2. Sustainable Recovery
Among the top priorities, young delegates identify: a diversified and
inclusive energy transition, the implementation of politics for adaptation
and resilience, nature-based solutions to address the climate crisis, the
creation of a transparent and accountable climate finance and the
recognition of tourism’s responsibility in meeting climate targets.
3. Non-state Actors Engagement
Young delegates demand to support the participation of young
entrepreneurs, artists, farmers and athletes. Demand non-party
stakeholders to align current and future operations and their supply chain
with net zero emissions. Moreover, to enhance environmental transparency
and accountability of non-state actors. Abolishing the fossil fuels industry
must begin rapidly and immediately with a total phase out by 2030 at the
latest and secure a decentralized, just transition. Any non-states actors must
not accept any fossil fuels investment or lobbying activities’ influence from
this industry.
4. Climate-Conscious Society
In order to raise awareness, the final document asks Ministers of Education
and Environment attending COP26 to support climate change education
and youth empowerment. In particular, young delegates ask leaders to
create mechanisms for sharing climate information, ensure universal
climate literacy, raise public awareness on climate change adaptation
and mitigation, and they ask the media to convey the urgency and
implications of the climate crisis in an accessible way.
[Full text of the delegate’s final requests available here: https://protectaweb.it/wpcontent/uploads/2021/09/Youth4Climate-Driving-Ambition.pdf?140859&140859 ]

In his speech, Prime Minister Mario Draghi reiterated his commitment: "Ecological
transition is not a choice but a necessity" and "Italy is doing its utmost to ensure
that countries move in the right direction".
During the Closing Plenary Session, moderated by Jayathma Wickramanayake,
the PreCOP26 Ministers, Roberto Cingolani, Italian Minister for Ecological
Transition, and Alok Sharma, UK COP26 President Designated, were invited to
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comment on Youth4Climate proposals and engage in a Q&A session with Y4C
participants
Video of the Plenary Session available here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S10YfiGjQvU.

Ministers are now expected to align their positions on issues on the Glasgow
Agenda, including putting an end date on the use of coal and finding the most
appropriate way to assist the Global South in its transition to low-carbon
economies.
[Further information about the Youth4Climate event available at the official website:
https://youth4climate.live]
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Interview with Singapore’s delegate at Youth4Climate
Chu Yu Teng, student of the National University of Singapore (NUS), is currently
enrolled in the fourth year of the course “Global Studies & Geography''. Member
of the organization “Students Taking Action for NUS to Divest (STAND)”, Chu Yu
has been selected as Singapore's delegate to the Youth4Climate event in Milan.
For this reason, she has been invited by the Embassy of Italy in Singapore to give
an interview about her experience, in order to report on the progress of the event,
on the importance of young people's direct involvement and to provide further
information about Singapore’s commitment to fight climate change.
This interview took place in written form by exchanging emails. Just a few days
after the event was concluded, exactly on October 4, 2021, Chu Yu
demonstrated kindness and availability by responding to the questions promptly
and accurately.
The integral form of the interview can be read below. Questions are presented in
bold text, introduced by the letter Q followed by the correspondent number (i.e
Q1). Answers can be found right after, introduced by the letter A in bold text
followed by the correspondent number (i.e A1).

Q1: COP26 has been an opportunity for young people from all around the world
to come together and work on effective solutions to fight climate change.
How was it like to work with so many people, with very different backgrounds?
A1: I felt very privileged to be able to access such an opportunity to learn from
different individuals with diverse talents, experiences, backgrounds and passions.
Our discussions reminded me that I need to be more inclusive and mindful of the
assumptions I have as someone of a dominant race in a developed country, and
to keep a lookout for more perspectives of the most affected peoples and areas
(MAPA) in this climate crisis. Through collectively crafting and editing (in multiple
iterations) the draft working papers, which are still being edited till the end of
October in time for COP26, we managed to come to an overall, albeit imperfect
consensus on the things which we wanted to demand the international leaders
to advance in COP26. This gave me a bit of hope that the collective minds and
passions of our generation could potentially advance for more progressive and
inclusive climate action, though the speed at which we can do so may be limited
with the insufficient action from international leaders.

13

Q2: What was in general the role of participants coming from South East Asia?
A2: I can’t generalize Southeast Asian participants’ role as we have differing
national socio-economic backgrounds, political histories, lived experiences and
perspectives about the climate crisis and the most important solutions to
ameliorate it. However, as a generally less developed region that covers multiple
islands as compared to most other regions, I think that we represented the voices
of some of the most affected peoples and areas which are most vulnerable to
sea level rise, rise in climate refugee numbers and other direct and indirect
impacts of the exacerbating climate crisis.
Q3: More specifically, what do you think Singapore can do to achieve the
COP26 goals?
A3: We can be more ambitious in our climate targets and fund more extensive
research into transitioning to alternative indicators of national ‘success’ or
‘progress’, which involves alternative economic models that do not centre on
GDP and limitless growth in a world with limited natural resources. These systemic
changes need to be enacted with a lot more political will.
Q4: What kind of role do you think Italy is playing as the host country of such an
important event?
A4: Italy has helped make the exchange of ideas and technical and emotional
support possible amongst youths, who share a common anxiety about the
exacerbating climate crisis and current trajectory of climate action, especially by
the international, national and corporate organisations/institutions.
Q5: Everyone always underlines that young people play a big role in shaping
the future. Do you think COP26 leaders will welcome your proposals and will be
able to translate them into actions?
A5: I don’t know if their talk will translate into the concrete action that we need.
However, I have doubts about whether COP26 leaders will welcome our
proposals, as I felt that most of the leaders who were present for the ministerial
dialogue with us were primarily concerned with sharing about their country's past
achievements, rather than answering our questions, looking forward and sharing
about their plans to advance more ambitious and progressive climate action in
the near and further future. I would love to be pleasantly surprised if more leaders
commit to concrete and progressive climate action and/or address our questions
and proposals in COP26.
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Q6: Are you satisfied with this experience? In particular, what is the achievement
that makes you prouder?
A6: Despite some organisational problems related to Covid-19 procedures, I am
satisfied with the opportunities to network and exchange knowledge and
emotional support with fellow youths who are advancing the same cause. I was
surprised by how thought-provoking and constructive most peoples’ contributions
were during our discussions, which precipitated into very comprehensive and
inclusive midpoint draft working papers which we collectively crafted at the end
of the Youth4Climate event. These group achievements have spurred me to
become formed with even more nuanced perspectives about the climate crisis
and the optimal solutions for various communities.
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