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“A Night at the Opera” is one of the main events of the 
Italian Festival, a large collection of initiatives - nearly 50 
- which will take place all around Singapore until the end 
of June, and will range from cultural to commercial, from 
scientific-technological to the investment sector. 
We plan to repeat the Italian Festival from now on, every 
year in the May-June period. 
 

We are grateful to our many sponsors and partners who 
allowed all this to happen, the Italian Trade Agency, the 
Italian Chamber of Commerce of Singapore, all the Italian 
associations in Singapore, together with our best-known 
brands, our companies, importers, distributors and of 
course Sabrina Zuber’s “Belle Epoque”. 
This common effort proves once again that Italian 
communities abroad know how to work together as a 
team. 
 

This teamwork has allowed us to bring Italy to iconic 
places in Singapore such as the Esplanade, Gardens by 
the Bay, but also to the network of National libraries, 
universities and schools, to multiply the participation by 
the Singaporean public, who already knows and 
appreciates Italy, but could surely discover much more. 
 
We hope that year after year, also thanks to the Italian 
Festival, we can expand the awareness that the 
Singapore public has of Italy, to bring an image not only 
linked to the excellence of our fashion, our music, our 
food and wine, but also to the avant-garde positions 
occupied by Italy today in many sectors of the industry, 
design, technology and scientific research. 
 

The Ambassador 
Mario Andrea Vattani 
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Foreword  

 
 
As Shakespeare once rightly said, music is the food of 
love. Deceitful, passionate, playful, or dramatic, love is 
the favourite theme of much music and is also at the very 
heart of this concert.   
For the very first time in Singapore, join soprano Marcella 
di Garbo and baritone Lorenzo Barbieri as they perform 
a fine selection of Italian operatic arias as well as Italian 
most beloved art songs. Be carried away by the notes of 
famous composers such as Puccini and Mozart, finely 
played by Maestro Manuel Cini at the piano. 
 
I wish to welcome to Singapore these three amazingly 
talented artists for their very first time in this beautiful 
country. 
 
I also wish to warmly thank the Embassy of Italy in 
Singapore and H.E. Ambassador Mario Andrea Vattani 
for their precious support and their trust in this project. 
 
 
Last but not least: the first edition ever of the Italian 
Festival in Singapore continues till the end of June, do 
check out the program, at: 
www.italianfestival.sg 
 
 
 

Sabrina Candeloro Zuber 
Artistic director 

 

http://www.italianfestival.sg/
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Repertoire 

 
 

 G.F. Handel, Lascia ch’io pianga-  from “Serse”, 
Marcella Di Garbo   

 G. Donizetti, Come Paride vezzoso - from “L'elisir 
d'amore”, Lorenzo Barbieri  

 G. Puccini, O mio babbino caro - from “Gianni 
Schicchi”, Marcella Di Garbo  

 W. A Mozart, Là ci darem la mano - from “Don 
Giovanni”, Duet  

 G. Rossini, La calunnia from “Barbiere di Siviglia”, 
Lorenzo Barbieri 

 Piano solo, Manuel Cini  

 W.A. Mozart, Esci ormai garzon malnato - from 
“Le Nozze di Figaro”, Duet  

 F.P. Tosti, Malia, Lorenzo Barbieri 

 Santa Lucia, traditional italian folk song, Marcella 
Di Garbo 

 F.P. Tosti,  Luna d’estate, Lorenzo Barbieri  

 V. Bellini, Ah non credea mirarti - from “La 
Sonnambula”, Marcella Di Garbo  

 G. Donizetti, Quanto amore - from “L'elisir 
d'amore”, Duet  
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About the artists 

 
 

SOPRANO Marcella Di GARBO  
 

Italian soprano, 
Marcella Di Garbo, 
has performed in 
concerts and opera 
productions across 
UK and Italy. 
Marcella started 
singing with 
Maestro Davide 
Rocca in Milan who 
guided her in the 
first steps of the 
career. In 
September 2015 
she won the 
“Giovanna Mutti” 
Competition for 
chamber music and 
then she graduated at the Conservatorio N. Paganini of 
Genoa in 2016.  

In August 2016 and July 2018 she performed the role of 
Pamina in Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte and Rosalinde in 
Strauss’s Die Fledermaus c/o the Lyric Opera Studio of 
Weimar directed by Maestro Damon Nestor Ploumis. 
In September 2017 she awarded a place with full 
scholarship at the prestigious Royal College of Music 
London under the guidance of Sally Burgess, where she 
graduated in July 2019.  
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Many projects have involved her at the Royal College of 
Music, including singing for screen composers and artists 
from the Royal Academy of Arts. 
Her recent successful debuts include Musetta in Puccini's 
La Bohème (Auditorium Santa Barnaba, Brescia, Italy), 
Nedda (cover) in Leoncavallo's I Pagliacci (the Varna State 
Theatre), the soloist for Handel's Messiah conducted by 
Martinho Lutero Galati (Basilica di Sant'Eufemia, Milano, 
Italy), the soloist in Orff's Carmina Burana conducted by 
Claudio di Meo (St. Alban's, Uk) and Schoenberg's Pierrot 
Lunaire with "Ensemble Matters".  

Since September 2017 she has a stable duo with the 
pianist Danilo Mascetti. 
Her recent commitments include the role of Enchanted 
Plant in "La liberazione di Ruggero dall'isola di Alcina" by 
F. Caccini at the Brighton Early Music Festival (July 2021), 
the solo for the CD recording of Vespri alla Beata Vergine 
by Don Francesco Antonio Urio, releasing in September 
2021 by URANIA records Classical Label and the role of 
Countess in Mozart`s The Marriage of Figaro at Teatro 
Martinetti in Garlasco (October 2021). Her next debut 
will be the role of Alice Ford in Verdi's Falstaff at the 
Teatro Martinetti, Italy.  
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BARITONE Lorenzo Barbieri  
 

Bass-Baritone 
Lorenzo Barbieri, 
after studying at 
the Real Accademia 
Filarmonica in 
Bologna with 
Sergio Bertocchi 
and Paola Molinari, 
he graduated cum 
laude at I.S.S.M. 
Vecchi-Tonelli in 
Modena. Lorenzo is 
also graduated cum 
laude in 
Musicology at Pavia 
University. His first 
debut was in the 
role of Uberto in La 
Serva Padrona at LaVerdi Auditorium in Milan. After this 
important debut he was selected by the Tenerife 
OperaEstudio and made his debut in the role of Figaro in 
Le nozze di Figaro making himself appreciated by the 
international audience. He sang at the Teatro Comunale 
in Bologna, Regio in Parma, Coccia in Novara, Massimo in 
Palermo, Donizetti Opera in Bergamo, Municipale in 
Piacenza and Innsbrucker Festwochen der Alten Musik. 
He has collaborated with important conductors such as 
Mariotti, Pidò, Bignamini, Beltrami, Wellber, De Marchi 
and stage directors such as Tiezzi, Paoli, Cucchi, Spirei 
and Pizzech. His repertory includes Baroque roles, 
Mozart-Da Ponte operas roles and many Rossinian and 
belcanto roles.  
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PIANIST Maestro Manuel Cini  
 

Born in 1998, 
Manuel started 
playing piano 
since his 
childhood. He 
attended the 
“Luisa 
D’Annunzio” 
Conservatory 
of Pescara and 
gained at 18 
years old his 
bachelor’s degree with the highest marks, praise and 
mention of honor. Over the years, his musical 
preparation has been curated by Professor Filomena 
Montopoli. 

From 2017 to 2019 he followed the two-years Advanced 
Level Course in the Music School of Fiesole (Florence) 
with Maestro Andrea Lucchesini. In 2019, Manuel has 
been admitted to the prestigious Royal College of Music 
in London and completed with distinction his Master of 
Music in Performance under the tutelage of Dina 
Parakhina in 2021. 

Throughout his career, he has attended masterclasses in 
Italy and abroad with illustrious piano professors such as 
Michele Campanella, Boris Petrushansky, Andreas 
Frolich, Orazio Maione, Siegfried Mauser, Ilja Scheps, 
Leonel Morales, Giuliano Mazzoccante, Yuri Didenko, 
Fany Solter, Edoardo Hubert, Marcella Crudeli. He has 
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also followed courses of harmony and composition with 
Maestro Sergio Rendine. 

In 2018, in acknowledgement of his talent and 
accomplishments, he has been invited to participate at 
2nd International Winter Piano Academy Fuerwerk in 
Germany. In the same year, he also received a 
scholarship by the Inner Wheel Rotary club as best piano 
graduate of his city. 

Manuel has been a prize-winner in various national and 
international competitions, including the “Nuova Coppa 
Pianisti di Osimo 2014” International Competition, the 
prestigious International Prize “Accademia Giovani 
2015” Competition in Rome, where he won the first prize 
in the highest category, and “Premio delle Arti” 
Competition in 2017. He has also been selected to 
participate in the “Casagrande Competition” in 2019 and 
the prestigious “Vladimir Horowitz Competition” in Kiev 
in 2020. In 2021 he won the First Prize at the Franz Liszt 
Center Piano Competition. 

He performed as a soloist in Italy (Rome, Naples, Teramo, 
Pescara, Pesaro, Florence, Perugia), Germany (the 
Concert Hall of the Hochschule Für Musik Und Tanz and 
Spiegelsaal of the Aachen Theater, Hannover, Einbeck, 
Braunlage) Lithuania (Vilnius Museum Ciurlionis and 
Palangos Kurzhaus in Palanga), England (Rsskl Theatre of 
Kings Langley and St. Peter’s Church of Berkhamsted, 
London) and both in chamber music and symphonic 
formations, alongside the Symphony Orchestra of the 
Conservatory of Pescara (Chopin’s Piano Concerto no. 1 
op. 11) and the “Dacorum Youth Orchestra” of 
Hertfordshire (Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto no. 2 op. 
18). 
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Moreover, Manuel has given recitals for noticeable 
musical festivals, such as the “L.Barbara” Theater and 
Music Society, MusicArte Nel Parco, the 7th International 
Music Festival “The Roads of Europe”, the Ortona 
Summer Festival, the Friends of Music and Theater 
Guardiagrele (CH), Piano City Naples and International 
Festival Green Music. Numerous are the appreciations he 
received from eminent figures of the musical scene, 
including Noretta Conci-Leech (pupil of Arturo Benedetti 
Michelangeli), who described him as “a brilliant and 
talented artist”. 

Along with his passion for music, Manuel cultivates a 
profound interest in the humanist field, brilliantly 
graduating from the Classical High School “G. 
D’Annunzio” in Pescara. Since his early age, he showed a 
deep interest for the History, especially for the main 
events of the XX Century, such as the tragic pages of the 
Holocaust. 

He is currently attending the PhD in Music in the 
University of Surrey under the supervision of Dr Jeremy 
Barham with a thesis concerning the music compositions 
written by prisoners in the Nazi concentration camps 
during WWII. 
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SABRINA CANDELORO ZUBER, Artistic Director  

Sabrina Zuber 
has 
significant 
experience in 
arts 
management 
in both 
museum 
environments 
and cultural 
organizations. She has a proven record of design, 
development and management of successful cultural 
programs and dynamic artistic events in Singapore and, 
previous to her arrival to Asia, in Italy (her home 
country), France and Germany.  

Sabrina holds a Master Degree in Event Management 
from the Strasbourg Graduate School of Management 
(France), and a Post Graduate Degree in Foreign 
Literatures from the State University of Florence (Italy). 
She is also an enthusiastic soprano singer and graduated 
in Vocal Performance with London College of Music in 
2008.  

Her commitment to the Arts is nurtured by years of 
developing varied artistic events with the aim of 
broadening the performing arts scene; the National Arts 
Council, Singapore National Museum, Singapore Arts 
Fest, Esplanade Theatres by the Bay, the Arts House, the 
Alliance Francaise, the Italian Cultural Institute, Asian 
Civilizations Museum, the French Chamber of 
Commerce, the Italian Chamber of Commerce, various  
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local and international schools are or have been regular 
work partners both of Arsmedia, created as a 
consultancy agency in 2004, as well as of the non-profit 
association Bellepoque, founded by Sabrina in 2011.  

A classical singer by training, Sabrina is exploring since a 
few years drama and body movement as ways of 
expression. 
After obtaining the “Performer’s Certificate” at Trinity 
Guildhall College London and the Licentiate Degree at 
London College of Music (LLCM0,) Sabrina started has 
career as a soloist by singing in several Singapore 
premières such as Buxtehude oratorium “Membra Jesu 
Nostri”, in the role of Galatea in Haendel’s pastoral 
masque “Acis & Galatea”; as Serpina in “La Serva 
Padrona”, by Pergolesi.  

On several occasions Sabrina has performed at Esplanade 
Theatres, for the Children Festival “Octoburst”; for 
Flipside; for Music from the Heart, part of the program 
Spectrum and dedicated to contemporary music 
composed by Dr Robert Casteels. 
She has been performing in all productions from the 
company Bellepoque, founded by her in 2011, with the 
exception of the 2016 tribute to Maria Callas, The Black 
Pearl, with which she has debuted as stage director. 
Sabrina has a very active portfolio of performances in 
corporate events and is specialized on conceptualising 
and presenting in music & theatre outreach programs for 
schools and non -conventional venues, in a continuous 
effort to facilitate access to these art forms to the widest 
audience possible.  

She studies voice with Dr Thomas Manhart.  

More about Bellepoque: www.bellepoque.com.sg 

http://www.bellepoque.com.sg/
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YEO HON BENG, lighting designer  
 
 
Yeo Hon Beng has 
extensive 
experience in the 
arts and 
entertainment and 
has worked with 
various 
theatre/arts 
companies and 
production 
companies in 
diverse capacities 
such as director, 
lighting designer, set designer, and 
technical/production/stage manager. 
 
He has directed productions for groups/organisations 
such as Ageless Theatre, Church of Our Saviour 
Singapore, and Little Red Shop. As a lighting designer, he 
was involved in productions such as A Nation in Concert, 
and with groups/companies including Avant Theatre & 
Language, Chinese Opera Institute, Maya Dance Theatre, 
Ravindran Drama Group, Ruby The Dancing Dog, 
Singapore Drama Educators Association, Singapore Lyric 
Opera, STAGES, TheatreWorks, and World-in-Theatre.  
 
In the aspects of technical/production/stage 
management, Hon Beng has worked on productions with 
Drama Box, Practice Performing Arts School, Singapore 
Grand Prix (on F1 Singapore), The Necessary Stage, The 
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Theatre Practice and Toy Factory Productions, amongst 
others. 
 
In addition, Hon Beng has steadily nurtured the passion 
of students in theatre through his role as drama 
educator/instructor in educational institutions such as 
CHIJ Katong Convent, Edgefield Secondary School, 
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts, National Junior College, 
Singapore Polytechnic, and St. Anthony’s Canossian 
Secondary School. He has also worked with some of 
these educational institutions as well as with School of 
The Arts Singapore and St. Andrew’s Junior College on 
their theatre productions in aspects ranging from 
directing and lighting design to production/stage 
management. 
 
Since 2013, Hon Beng has been actively involved in 
Ageless Theatre, a non-profit theatre group for seniors, 
and has directed the group’s annual productions in 2014, 
2015 and 2017. The group was registered as a society in 
2017 and Hon Beng has been its Artistic Director since 
2016. Under his artistic directorship, Ageless Theatre has 
been volunteering at St Luke’s ElderCare (Ayer Rajah 
Centre) since 2018, by engaging in theatre workshops 
and activities with the centre’s residents.  
 
Hon Beng holds a Bachelor of Arts with majors in 
Sociology and Theatre Studies from National University 
of Singapore and has been a theatre/arts practitioner 
since he graduated in 1997.  
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